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Matthew 27

29 Then they made a crown out of thorny
branches and placed it on his head and
put a stick in his right hand; then they
knelt before him and made fun of him.
“Long live the King of the Jews!” they
said. 30 They spat on him and took the
stick and hit him over the head. 31 When
they had finished making fun of him, they
took the robe off and put his own clothes
back on him. Then they led him out to
crucify him.

Jesus Is Crucified

32 As they were going out, they met a
man from Cyrene named Simon, and the
soldiers forced him to carry Jesus’ cross.
33 They came to a place called Golgotha,
which means, “The Place of the Skull.” 34
There they offered Jesus wine mixed with
a bitter substance; but after tasting it, he
would not drink it.

35 They crucified him and then divided
his clothes among them by throwing dice.
36 After that they sat there and watched
him. 37 Above his head they put the
written notice of the accusation against
him: “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.”
38 Then they crucified two bandits with
Jesus, one on his right and the other on
his left. 39 People passing by shook their
heads and hurled insults at Jesus: 40
“You were going to tear down the Temple
and build it back up in three days! Save
yourself if you are God’s Son! Come on
down from the cross!” 45 At noon the
whole country was covered with dark-
ness, which lasted for three hours. 46 At
about three o’clock Jesus cried out with
a loud shout, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?”
which means, “My God, my God, why did
you abandon me?” 47 Some of the peo-
ple standing there heard him and said,
“He is calling for Elijah!” 48 One of them
ran wine, put it on the end of a stick, and
tried to make him drink it. 49 But the
others said, “Wait, let us see if Elijah is
coming to save him!” 50 Jesus again gave
a loud cry and breathed his last.

Psalm 22 (abridged)

1 My God, my God, why have you aban-

doned me? | have cried desperately for

help, but still it does not come.

2 During the day | call to you, my God,
but you do not answer;

| call at night,
but get no rest.

3 But you are enthroned as the Holy One,
the one whom Israel praises...

6 But | am no longer a human being; | am
a worm, despised and scorned by every-
one!
7 All who see me make fun of me;
they stick out their tongues and shake
their heads.
8 “You relied on the Lord,” they say.
“Why doesn’t he save you?
If the Lord likes you,
why doesn’t he help you?”

12 Many enemies surround me like bulls;
they are all around me,
like fierce bulls from the land of
Bashan.
13 They open their mouths like lions,
roaring and tearing at me.14 My
strength is gone, gone like water spilled
on the ground.
All my bones are out of joint;
my heart is like melted wax.
15 My throat[b] is as dry as dust,
and my tongue sticks to the roof of
mouth. You have left me for dead in the
dust.

16 An evil gang is around me;
like a pack of dogs they close in on me;
they tear at[c] my hands and feet.
17 All my bones can be seen.
My enemies look at me and stare.
18 They gamble for my clothes
and divide them among themselves.

19 O Lord, don’t stay away from me!
Come quickly to my rescue!

20 Save me from the sword;
save my life from these dogs.

21 Rescue me from these lions;
| am helpless[d] before these wild bulls.





